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Thailand-Cambodia clashes
flare, killing soldier, civilians

Thailand launched air strikes
Monday on its neighbour Cambo-
dia, with both sides trading blame
for renewed fighting on their dis-
puted border that has killed four
Cambodian civilians and a Thai
soldier.

Around 35,000 people in Thai-
land have been evacuated from
border areas, the country’s Second
Army Region said in a statement.

Five days of combat between
Thailand and Cambodia this sum-
mer killed 43 people and displaced
around 300,000 on both sides of
the border before a truce took ef-
fect.

But last month Thailand paused
a follow-on deal backed by US
President Donald Trump to wind
down hostilities, saying alandmine
blast at the border had wounded
several soldiers. Since then, Cam-
bodian and Thai officials have re-
ported sporadic skirmishes along

their frontier, which reignited Sun-
day and Monday. Cambodia’s in-
formation minister Neth Pheaktra
told AFP that "at least four Cam-
bodian civilians were killed in the
Thai attacks" on Monday, includ-
ing awoman who died when a shell
hit in Preah Vihear province. The
three others were killed by shell-
ing in Oddar Meanchey, and more
than 10 civilians were wounded,
Neth Pheaktra said.

A Cambodian journalist was
wounded by shrapnel from a Thai
rocket in Oddar Meanchey, he
added.

The fresh fighting has sent thou-
sands of civilians in both countries
fleeing their homes.

"The village head told us to evac-
uate, and given what happened in
July, I complied immediately," said
farmer Pannarat Woratham who
lives just a few kilometres from the
border in Thailand’s Surin prov-

ince and evacuated Sunday after-
noon to a temple sheltering the
displaced.

It was the second time the
59-year-old had fled since late
July when open combat was waged
with fighter jets, missile strikes and
ground troops, killing both civil-
ians and soldiers.

"Of course many of us thought
the conflict was finally over. It
shouldn’t have happened again
like this," Pannarat told AFP.

Neth Pheaktra, the minister, told
reporters at least 1,157 families
had evacuated to safety in Oddar
Meanchey alone.

The conflict centres on a centu-
ry-old disagreement over borders
mapped during France’s colonial
rule in the region, with both sides
claiming a smattering of boundary
temples.

Both sides reported a brief skir-
mish on Sunday, which Thailand’s

People flee amid clashes between Thailand and Cambodia along a disputed border area in Oddar Meanchey Prov-
ince, Cambodia, on Monday. — REUTERS

military had said left two soldiers
wounded. But the fighting esca-
lated early Monday morning. Thai
army spokesman Winthai Suvaree
told reporters on Monday that one
soldier was killed and eight were

wounded in attacks by Cambodi-
an troops near the border.
Thailand had launched air
strikes against its neighbour in an
act of self-defence, he said.
"The Thai air power is being

used only against Cambodian mil-
itary targets, which allows damage
to be contained and halts Cambo-
dia’s supporting fire that caused
Thai casualties," Winthai said at a
press conference. — AFP

Lanka sends tens of thousands of
troops for flood disaster recovery

ri Lanka has almost dou-

bled its military deploy-

ment to regions struck by

a cyclone that has killed
627, sending tens of thousands of
troops to help areas hit by a wave
of destruction, the army said Mon-
day.

More than two million people
-- nearly 10 percent of the popu-
lation -- have been affected by the
disaster caused by Cyclone Dit-
wah, the worst on the island this
century.

Sri Lanka is expecting further
heavy monsoon rains on Monday,
topping 50 millimetres in many
places, including the worst-affect-
ed central region, the Disaster
Management Centre (DMC) said.
It has also issued warnings of fur-
ther landslides.

The DMC has confirmed 627
deaths, with another 190 people
unaccounted for since November
27, when intense rains brought on
by Cyclone Ditwah triggered land-
slides and floods.

The disaster management agen-
cy warned residents to “take ad-
equate precautions to minimise
damage caused by temporary lo-
calised strong winds and lightning
during thundershowers”.

Army chief Lasantha Rodrigo
said 38,500 security personnel
had been deployed to boost re-
covery and clean-up operations in
flood-affected and landslide-hit
areas, nearly doubling the inital
deployment. “Since the disaster,
security forces have been able to
rescue 31,116 people who were in
distress,” Rodrigo said in a pre-re-
corded statement.

Army spokesman Waruna Gam-
age said additional troops were de-
ployed as the rescue efforts turned
into a recovery operation.

“We have almost doubled the
deployment as we are now en-
gaged in rebuilding roads, bridges
and also helping with the clean-up
of drinking water wells contami-
nated with floodwaters,” Gamage
told AFP. The tea-growing central
region was the hardest hit, with
471 deaths reported, according
to official data. President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, who has
described the disaster as the most
challenging faced by any Sri Lan-
kan government, last week visited
affected areas to monitor relief op-
erations. — AFP
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People walk past damaged houses following landslides in the aftermath of Cyclone Ditwah in Ulapane village near Nawalapitiya town in Kandy. — AFP

Indonesia suffers food, medical shortages

Regions hit by floods that killed
hundreds in Indonesia were suffer-
ing from food and medical short-
ages, authorities said, as elephants
pitched in on Monday to help clear
up debris.

Tropical storms and monsoon
rains have pummelled South-
east and South Asia this month,
triggering landslides and flash
floods from the rainforests of
Indonesia’s western Sumatra is-
land to highland plantations in
Sri Lanka.

“Everything is lacking, especial-
ly medical personnel. We are short
on doctors,” Muzakir Manaf, the
governor of Indonesia’s Aceh prov-
ince, told reporters late Sunday.

Indonesia’s national disaster
mitigation agency (BNPB) said

961 people in Aceh, North Su-
matra and West Sumatra had
been killed, while 293 were
missing. More than a million
people were displaced, the agen-
cy said.

In Pidie Jaya, a district in Aceh
badly affected by the floods, four
elephants from a nearby training
centre picked up large pieces of
rubble with their trunks and helped
shift stuck vehicles.

“We brought four elephants to
clear the debris from the houses of
the communities that were swept
away by the flood,” Hadi Sofyan,
the head of a local conservation
agency, told AFP.

“Our target is to clean the debris
near the residents’ houses so they
can access their homes,” he said,

adding the elephants would be
used for the rest of the week.

The downpours and subsequent
landslides throughout western
Indonesia have injured at least
5,000 people and devastated in-
frastructure, including schools
and hospitals.

In the city of Banda Aceh, long
queues formed for drinking water
and fuel, and prices of basic com-
modities such as eggs were sky-
rocketing, an AFP correspondent

said. Costs to rebuild after the dis-
aster could run up to 51.82 trillion
rupiah ($3.1 billion), the BNPB
said late Sunday.

Seasonal monsoon rains are a
feature of life in South Asia and
Southeast Asia, flooding rice fields
and nourishing the growth of oth-
er key crops.

However, climate change is
making the phenomenon more
erratic, unpredictable, and deadly
throughout the regions. — AFP

Nepal anti-graft
body charges
55 ex-officials,
including five

ministers

Nepal’s anti-graft commis-
sion has filed charges against
five former ministers and oth-
er ex-government officials in a
case alleging multi-million-dol-
lar corruption in a major airport
construction project.

The charges, submitted on
Sunday, come three months af-
ter anti-corruption protesters
overthrew the government and
set parliament on fire.

Documents released by the
Commission for the Investi-
gation of Abuse of Authority
(CIAA) said that “the public
servants involved in the project,
knowingly and maliciously, in-
creased the cost estimate” of
the China-backed Pokhara air-
port project.

The CIAA said the 55 individ-
uals involved had inflated cost
estimates by around $75 mil-
lion, taking the approved cost of
the project from $169 million to
$244 million.

Those named include a for-
mer finance minister, four for-
mer heads of the ministry over-
seeing civil aviation, and 10
former civil service secretaries.

Nepal is set to hold on March
5 its first elections since the
wave of youth-led protests un-
seated the government.

The protests erupted on Sep-
tember 8 after a government
ban on social media, but then
morphed into nationwide fury
over economic hardship and
growing anger over corruption.

At least 76 people were killed
in two days of violence.

The World Bank says a “stag-
gering” 82 percent of Nepal’s
workforce is in informal em-
ployment, with GDP per capita
at just $1,447 in 2024.

More than half of the coun-
try’s population of 30 million
are under 30, and jobs for the
young are hard to find. Before
the uprising, Nepal was ranked
107 out of 180 on Transpar-
ency International’s corruption
perceptions index. — AFP
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Invites Tender for

TENDER RFX NO. 2052500184
SUPPLY OF MINI DISTRIBUTION PILLARS

The Tender Documents are available online through DEWA website https://www.dewa.gov.ae in the Public Area
Folder of corresponding Tender (RFX) in DEWA Supplier Relationship Management (SRM) through the link https://
srm.dewa.gov.ae/irj/portal/anonymous or under the link hitps://www.dewa.gov.ae/en/supplier/services/list-
of-tender-documents, payable by credit or debit cards and alternatively with online Bank Transfer from listed
Banks or through other agencies like Etisalat, on payment of AED 3,150/~ (Dirhams Three Thousand One Hundred
Fifty Only, including VAT), which is non-refundable in all cases.
Tenders must be valid for acceptance for 120 days from the closing date of the Tender.
Tenderers shall arrange Tender Bond for AED 1,100,000/- (Dirhams One Million One Hunddred Thousand Only)
in case the Tenderer quotes for the complete scope of the Tender or the aggregate of Tender Bond values specified
by DEWA in the Tender document for each quoted items and/or Sections, in case the Tenderer quotes for particular
item(s) and/or Sections only, strictly in the format specified in the Tender Document and submit the Bond by
. authenticated SWIFT message to EMIRATES NBD Bank, Main Branch, Post Box 2923, Dubai, UAE, not later than
3(three) banking working days hefore the closing date for receipt of completed Tender. A copy of the SWIFT
message duly signed and stamped by the issuing Bank , must accompany the online offer.
The Tender Bond shall be valid for 150 calendar days following the last date fixed for receipt of Tender.
The closing date for receipt of completed Tender online is 11.00 Hours of Wednesday, 07" January *2026.
For any further queries, the office of the Vice President - Contracts may be contacted.

Participants in the Tender should submit the names of their Local Partners/Sponsors, having a valid Dubai Trade License along with a photocopy of their current license.

This advertisement is a complementary part of the Tender Documents

~N

MANAGING DIRECTOR & CEO

P.O. Box: 564 Dubai - United Arab Emirates « Tel.: 04 515 1443 or 04 515 1441
E-mail: contracts@dewa.gov.ae | cd.support@dewa.gov.ae « Website: http://www.dewa.gov.ae

GOVERNMENT OF BALOCHISTAN
BALOCHISTAN PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP AUTHORITY

INVITATION FOR BIDS

DESIGN, BUILD, FINANCE, OPERATE, MAINTAIN AND TRANSFER

CARBON OFFSET PROJECT - AFFORESTATION, REFORESTATION AND

REVEGETATION (ARR) PROJECT IN BALOCHISTAN

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

PROJECT BRIEF

BASIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

BIDDING PROCEDURE

BPPPA Office Address: A-49, JINNAH TOWN, QUETTA, PAKISTAN

EMAIL: ahsanullah@bpppa.gob.pk, faraz.syed@bpppa.gob.pk WEBSITE: https://bpppa.gob.pk

The Balochistan Public-Private Partnership Authority (BPPPA), in lead of Forest & Wildlife Department, Government
of Balochistan, is inviting proposal from potential bidders to develop and implement the Balochistan Carbon Offset
Project under Public-Private Partnership (PPP) for a concession period of 46 Years (01 Year Development and
45 Years O&M period). The project is for the Afforestation, Reforestation and Revegetation (ARR) Project across
34,351 ha of eligible land across the coast of Balochistan in Districts Gwadar and Lasbela.

PRE-BID MEETING: Jan 06, 2026 at 12:00 pm PST

Meeting ID: 810 7878 0618, Passcode: 036564
Bidders interested to attend the pre-bid meeting physically may inquire the details of the venue from the Balochistan
Public Private Partnership Authority.

All interested bidders shall meet the Basic Eligibility Criteria as provided in the RFP.

The Project’s procurement shall be conducted in accordance with the ‘International Competitive Bidding’ using
‘Single-Stage-Two-Envelope’ procedure as per the Balochistan Public Private Partnership Rules, 2022.

BID SUBMISSION DEADLINE/ OPENING DATE: 11:00 AM PST on February 03, 2026. Bids will be opened on the
same day at 11:30 AM PST at the address given below.

All Bidders are required to furnish a ‘Bid Security’, enclosed in the Technical Proposal, equivalent to PKR 200
Million in the form of a bank guarantee issued by a scheduled bank in Pakistan or from a foreign bank duly counter
guaranteed by a scheduled bank in Pakistan in favour of the CEO, BPPPA.

Bids that are not prepared on the prescribed formats as contained in the RFP may not be considered for evaluation.

The advertisement and request for proposal document can be downloaded from BPPPA website mentioned below.

Phone: +92-81-250 3098
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